
NERVE
ORIGIN
COURSE
DISTRIBUTION
Lateral pectoral
Lateral cord, receiving fibers
Pierces clavipectoral fascia to reach
Primarily supplies pectoralis major but


from C5‑C7
deep surface of pectoral muscles
sends a loop to medial pectoral nerve that




innervates pectoralis minor

Musculocutaneous
Lateral cord, receiving fibers
Enters deep surface of coraco‑
Innervates coracobrachialis, biceps brachii,


from C5‑C7
brachialis and descends between
and brachialis; continues as lateral



biceps brachii and brachialis 
antebrachial cutaneous nerve

Median
Lateral root is a continuation of
Lateral root joins medial root to form
Innervates flexor muscles in forearm


lateral cord, receiving fibers
median nerve lateral to axillary artery
(except flexor carpi ulnaris, ulnar half of


from C6 and C7; medial root is

flexor digitorum profundus) and five hand


a continuation of medial cord

muscles


receiving fibers from C8 and T1

Medial pectoral
Medial cord, receiving fibers
Passes between axillary artery and
Innervates the pectoralis minor and part of


from C8 and T1
vein and enters deep surface of
pectoralis major



pectoralis minor

Medial brachial
Medial cord, receiving fibers
Runs along the medial side of axillary 
Supplies skin on medial side of arm

cutaneous
from C8 and T1
vein and communicates with inter​



costobrachial nerve

Medial antebrachial
Medial cord, receiving fibers
Runs between axillary artery and
Supplies skin over medial side of forearm

cutaneous
from CS and T1 
vein

Ulnar
A terminal branch of medial
Passes down medial aspect of arm
Innervates one and one‑half flexor muscles


cord, receiving fibers from C8
and runs posterior to medial
in forearm, most small muscles in hand,


and Ti and often C7
epicondyle to enter forearm
and skin of hand medial to a line bisecting




4th digit (ring finger)

Upper subscapular
Branch of posterior cord,
Passes posteriorly and enters
Innervates superior portion of subscapularis


receiving fibers from C5 and C6 
subscapularis

Quadrangular space is bounded superiorly by subscapularis and teres minor, inferiorly by teres major, medially by long head of triceps, and laterally by humerus.
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Thoracodorsal	Branch of posterior cord,	Arises between upper and lower	I	nnervates latissimus dorsi


	receiving fibers from C6�C8	subscapular nerves and runs infero�									laterally along posterior axillary wall


		to latissimus dorsi








Lower subscapular	Branch of posterior cord,	Passes inferolaterally, deep to	Innervates inferior portion of subscapularis


	receiving fibers from C5 and C6	subscapular artery and vein, to sub�	and teres major


			scapularis and teres major





Axillary	Terminal branch of posterior	Passes to posterior aspect of arm	Innervates teres minor and deltoid, shoulder


	cord, receiving fibers from C5	through quadrangular spaces in 	joint, and skin over inferior part of deltoid


	and C6	company with posterior circumflex


		humeral artery and then winds


		around surgical neck of humerus;


		gives rise to lateral brachial


		cutaneous nerve





Radial	Terminal branch of posterior	Descends posterior to axillary artery;	Innervates triceps brachii, anconeus,


	cord, receiving fibers from C5�	enters radial groove with deep	brachioradialis, and extensor muscles of


		C8 and T1	brachial artery to pass between long	forearm; supplies skin on posterior aspect 			and medial heads of triceps 	of arm and forearm via posterior cutaneous


			nerves of arm and forearm
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Nerves, Infraclavicular Branches continued
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Dorsal scapular	Ventral ramus of C5 with a	Pierces scalenus medius, descends	Innervates rhomboids and occasionally


	frequent contribution from C4	deep to levator scapulae, and	supplies levator scapulae


		enters deep surface of rhomboids





Long thoracic	Ventral rami of C5�C7	Descends posterior to C8 and T1	Innervates serratus anterior


		rami and passes distally on external


		surface of serratus anterior





Nerve to	Superior trunk, receiving fibers	Descends posterior to clavicle and	Innervates subclavius and


subclavius	from C5 and C6 and often C4	anterior to brachial plexus and	sternoclavicular joint


		subclavian artery





Suprascapular	Superior trunk, receiving fibers	Passes laterally across posterior	Innervates supraspinatus, infraspinatus,


	from C5 and C6 and often C4	triangle of neck, through scapular	and glenohumeral (shoulder) joint


		notch under superior transverse


		scapular ligament








Brachial Plexus: Supraclaviclar Branches Page 710








